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CIA Documents Containing Possible Copyrighted Material 


1. Certain types of CIA documents occasionally will contain copyrighted 
material from non-official books, newspapers, and journals. While acknowledgement 
of the use of this material is sometimes found in the source references, often no 
citations at all are provided. Under the “fair use" theory, CIA may not be legally 
vulnerable for using copyrighted materials without permission of the author(s) 
since it was not used for gain and the distribution was limited to government 
agencies. There is now, however -- with some documents being declassified -- 
the risk that a third party, unaware of copyright involvement, might republish 
such material and become legally liable. In such cases, CIA, too, may be held 
liable. To avoid this, the stamp indicated below will be used to warn such a 
third party of this danger and ensure that the Government wil] have an opportuni ty 
to review copyright implications prior to public dissemination of these documents. 


THIS DOCUMENT MAY CONTAIN COPYRIGHTED 
MATERIAL AND SHOULD BS REFERRED TO THE 
OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL BEFORE 
PUBLIC RELEASE 


2. Copyrighted material is most likely to be found in CIA finished intelligence 
reports and memoranda produced by offices within NFAC and its predecessor organization, 
the DDI. Many examples are found in the National Intelligence Surveys published between 
1951 and 1974. Occasionally, copyrighted material will be found in DDS&T reports 
and publications. Although less common, copyrighted material may also be found in 
those reports which were essentially based on overt and non-classified sources such 
as in the areas of economic, political, geographical and other social science fields, 
and scientific and technical journals. Particular attention should be paid to 
published issuances from the following offices and their predecessors. 


The Office of Economic Research 

The Office of Political Analysis 

The Office of Geographic and Societal Research 
Foreign Broadcast Information Service 

The National Photographic Interpretation Center 


3. To determine whether documents contain copyrighted material, the 
reviewer should first turn to any index, bibliography, or list of sources that may 
be included. Also, unattributed quotations, photographs, and graphics should be 
checked carefully. The great majority of sources will be official government, 
either from intelligence or non-intelligence agencies. Nevertheless, we must use 
great care to ensure that the Agency is properly protected against possible violations 
of a copyright. If you have any doubts, check with other reviewers and your Branch 
Chief. If doubt remains, use the stamp. 
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